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PRESS RELEASE

April 10. 2008


Sofia, a coat stand of 

international allure 

manufactured according 

to local traditions 

Material and production techniques vary from country to country 


EINDHOVEN 2008 - Sofia is a coat stand of international allure that has nevertheless been made using locally available materials and manufacturing techniques, making it look like a local product. Just a pole with few coat hangers stuck through it – the idea is as simple as it is effective. The result is a coat stand with a clear, almost iconic shape. The sparse details have been worked out to perfection. For instance, the holes that the coat hangers can be stuck through are perpendicular to each other at a fixed distance of 20 centimetres. But the Sofia is most of all a practical design. Because the coat hangers can be hung onto each other, the coat stand is also perfectly suited for blazers or delicate suede jackets.

Design global, produce local 

Its iconic shape gives this coat stand a modern look, while its playful applications make it accessible to an international market. Because production has been moved to the location of its market, the Sofia also has a local image. ‘Design global, produce local’ is the unique philosophy upheld by designers Maarten Baptist and Daniel Watse. 

In the Netherlands, stainless steel is used – a high-quality and no-nonsense material. The Japanese version – how could it be otherwise – is made of processed bamboo. In Russia, the Sofia is made of oak – sturdy and unspoilt. Only the coat hangers are identical; this is what gives the Sofia its cosmopolitan allure.  

Sustainability

Sustainability is not a marketing trick for the Sofia, but something that goes without saying. The downside of globalisation is scarcity. In other words: what is the point of shipping materials all over the globe if you can relocate production just as easily?  It is better for the environment and a high standard of quality is guaranteed – and who would know more about processing bamboo than a Japanese craftsman?  And, an added bonus for the consumer: the cost price is kept as low as possible.  

A ‘Global brand’

Until now, production has still been limited to three countries. But the addition of a Brazilian Sofia (tropical hardwood), or an American one (shiny chrome) is only a matter of time.  The smaller the world, the greater the possibilities for the Sofia. And all of that – for a coat stand.

Sofia will be launched at the Salone del Mobile in Milan, from 15th – 20th April 2008.
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Note for the editor:

For more information, images or interview requests, please contact Maarten Baptist: +31624731537, i@joine.nl. 

JOINE in Milano

Zona Tortona

Via Tortona 12

16 - 21 April 2008

Daily 10.00 - 19.00

Download High Res Images by Joyce van de Ven @ http://www.joine.nl/downloads/JOINEcoatstand.zip
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