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Design global, 

produce local

The Sofia is the first product that is rooted in local traditions but which has an international, almost cosmopolitan allure at the same time. Not bad for a coat stand, isn’t it?


These days, a Russian businesswoman might very well be wearing the same pair of Prada pumps as her New York counterpart. She will probably even watch the same programs, on the same brand of TV. They might even chat with each other. While the world is becoming smaller and smaller, possibilities are continually increasing. We travel more than ever, and our products travel with us. We feel like inhabitants of that certain global village, and are only too happy to express this whenever we can. So we surround ourselves with products that seem to shout: just look at me being cosmopolitan! And for those who can’t afford these there are always soulless mass products, made in countries like China for next to nothing and according to the ‘one design fits all’ principle. 


At the same time, in a world where more and more things are exactly the same, the need for unique products has been growing. Or, even better: products with roots. McDonalds and Ikea have seen their best times. We want slow food; organic products from the farmer’s market prepared with love and care according to local traditions, and served on an African platter bought at that darling little shop in Paris. And whoever want to be trendy wouldn't dare be caught with uniform Pradas on their feet but is now sporting Chinese slippers or Russian fur boots.


This pushes the limits for contemporary designers. Because how can you find a product that will combine international allure with local traditions and craftsmanship? It must, in any case, be an everyday product, used by people all over the world. But it must also be rooted in a particular region; by making use of local craftsmanship or materials, for instance. If you’re looking for a product that summarises the Zeitgeist perfectly, you wouldn’t immediately think of a coat stand. Nevertheless, the Sofia, by designers Maarten Baptist and Daniel Watse, is such a product. 


It is certainly an everyday object. A pole with a few coat hangers sticking through it – that’s all it is. And practical as well: because the coat hangers can be hung onto each other, this coat stand is also perfectly suited for blazers or delicate suede jackets. An idea can be that simple. Just as simple as its execution. The Sofia is one of those unique products that make you think: ‘Haven’t I seen that before somewhere?’ The sparse details have been worked out to perfection. For instance, the holes that the coat hangers can be stuck through are perpendicular to each other, with exactly 20 centimetres between them. 

Its iconic shape gives this coat stand a modern appearance, while its playful applications make it accessible to a broad public. Because its production has been moved to the location of its market the Sofia has a local image. Design global, produce local is the simple and effective philosophy behind the Sofia.


Sustainability, a magic word in contemporary design, is not a marketing trick for the Sofia but something that goes without saying. The downside of globalisation is scarcity. In other words: what is the point of shipping materials all over the globe if you can relocate production just as easily?  It is better for the environment, the product will be cheaper and of a higher standard of quality – and who would know more about processing bamboo than a Japanese craftsman?  


In Russia, the Sofia is made out of oak; sturdy and unspoilt. The Japanese version – how could it be otherwise – is made of processed bamboo. In the Netherlands, stainless steel is used – a high-quality and no-nonsense material. Only the coat hangers are identical; which is what gives the Sofia its cosmopolitan look.  The coat stand of the businesswoman in Beijing is still the same as the one in Moscow, but just a little bit different.


Until now, production has still been limited to three countries. But the addition of a Brazilian Sofia (tropical hardwood), or an American one (shiny chrome) is only a matter of time.  The smaller the world, the greater the possibilities for the Sofia. And all of that – for a coat stand.
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